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DATE:  FEBRUARY 2015 

LENGTH OF THE EXAMINATION: 4 HOURS (240 MINUTES) 

PERMITTED EQUIPMENT: None 

SPECIAL REMARKS: Answer ALL THREE questions 

 There is a choice of questions in Parts 2 and 3 

Each of your answers will be marked equally for content (i.e. the 
knowledge and understanding you show of texts) and expression (i.e. 
the ambition and accuracy shown in your spelling, punctuation and 
grammar) 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE  
ADVANCED 

(MOTHER TONGUE)   



PART 1  - QUESTION 1 

This question relates to the text and genre that you have studied, Hamlet (William 
Shakespeare) and tragedy. 

Comment on the more notable features of content and style in this extract, relating it to Hamlet 
as a whole and to the genre of tragedy. 

(40 marks) 
 

HAMLET How long will  a man lie i’th’ earth ere he rot? 
GRAVEDIGGER Faith, if ’a be not rotten before ’a die (as 
 we have many pocky corpses that will scarce hold the 
 laying in) ’a will last you some eight year - or nine year 
 - a tanner will last you nine year. 
HAMLET Why he more than another? 
GRAVEDIGGGER Why, sir, his hide is so tanned with his 
 trade that ’a will keep out water a great while. And your 
 water is a sore decayer of your whoreson dead body. 
 Here’s a skull now hath lien you i’th’ earth three and 
 twenty years. 
HAMLET Whose was it? 
GRAVEDIGGER A whoreson mad fellow’s it was. Whose 
 do you think it was? 
HAMLET Nay, I know not. 
GRAVEDIGGER A pestilence on him for a mad rogue. ’A 
 poured a flagon of Rhenish on my head once! This 
 same skull, sir, was, sir, Yorick’s skull, the King’s jester. 
HAMLET This? 
GRAVEDIGGER E’en that. 
HAMLET Alas, poor Yorick. I knew him, Horatio. A 
 fellow of infinite jest, of most excellent fancy. He hath 
 bore me on his back a thousand times, and now how 
 abhorred in my imagination it is. My gorge rises at it. 
 Here hung those lips that I have kissed I know not how 
 oft. Where be your jibes now - your gambols, your 
 songs, your flashes of merriment, that were wont to set 
 the table on a roar? Not one now to mock your own 
 grinning, quite chapfallen. Now get you to my lady’s 
 table and tell her, let her paint an inch think, to this 
 favour she must come. Make her laugh at that. Prithee, 
 Horatio, tell me one thing. 
HORATIO What’s that, my lord? 
HAMLET Dost thou think Alexander looked o’this 
 fashion i’th’ earth? 
HORATIO E’en so. 
HAMLET And smelt so? Pah! 
HORATIO E’en so, my lord. 
HAMLET To what base uses we may return, Horatio! 
 Why may not imagination trace the noble dust of 
 Alexander till ’a find it stopping a bung-hole? 
HORATIO ‘Twere to consider too curiously to consider so. 
HAMLET No, faith, not a jot. But to follow him thither 
 with modesty enough and likelihood to lead it: 
 Alexander died, Alexander was buried, Alexander 
 returneth to dust, the dust is earth, of earth we make 
 loam, and why of that loam whereto he was converted 
 might they not stop a beer-barrel? 
  Imperious Caesar, dead and turned to clay, 
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  Might stop a hole to keep the wind away. 
  O, that that earth which kept the world in awe 
  Should patch a wall t’expel the water’s flaw. 
   
  Enter KING, QUEEN, LAERTES and [other Lords, 
   with a Priest after] the corpse. 

 But soft, but soft awhile, here comes the King, 
 The Queen, the courtiers. Who is this they follow? 
 And with such maimed rites? This doth betoken 
 The corpse they follow did with desperate hand 
 Fordo it own life. ‘Twas of some estate. 
 Couch we awhile and mark. 
  [Hamlet and Horatio stand aside.] 
LAERTES 
 What ceremony else? 
PRIEST 
 Her obsequies have been as far enlarged 
 As we have warranty. Her death was doubtful; 
 And but that great command o’ersways the order 
 She should in ground unsanctified been lodged 
 Till the last trumpet: for charitable prayers, 
 Flints and pebbles should be thrown on her. 
 Yet here she is allowed her virgin crants, 
 Her maiden strewments, and the bringing home 
 Of bell and burial. 
LAERTES 
 Must there no more be done? 
PRIEST     No more be done 
 We should profane the service of the dead 
 To sing a requiem and such rest to her 
 As to peace-parted souls. 
LAERTES    Lay her i’th’ earth, 
 And from her fair and unpolluted flesh 
 May violets spring. I tell thee, churlish priest, 
 A ministering angel shall my sister be 
 When thou liest howling. 
HAMLET  [aside to Horatio] What, the fair Ophelia? 
QUEEN 
 Sweets to the sweet. Farewell. 
 I hoped thou shouldst have been my Hamlet’s wife: 
 I thought they bride-bed to have decked, sweet maid, 
 And not have strewed thy grave. 
LAERTES     O, treble woe 
 Fall ten times double on that cursed head 
 Whose wicked deed thy most ingenious sense 
 Deprived thee of. Hold off the earth awhile, 
 Till I have caught her once more in mine arms. 
    [Leaps in the grave.] 
 Now pile your dust upon the quick and dead 
 Till of this flat a mountain you have made 
 T’o’ertop old Pelion or the skyish head 
 Of blue Olympus. 
HAMLET  [Comes forward.] What is he whose grief 
 Bears such an emphasis, whose phrase of sorrow 
 Conjures the wandering stars and makes them stand 
 Like wonder-wounded hearers? This is I, 
 Hamlet the Dane.  

     

(772 words) 
William Shakespeare, Hamlet, (1564-1616) 
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PART 2  - QUESTION 2 

Answer ONE of the following questions on the theme, Thicker than Water – Family and 
Community Ties. 

In your answer, you should make detailed reference to at least two of the texts that you 
have studied. You should not repeat any material presented in your answer to Question 1. 

EITHER: 

(i) "There is no such thing as fun for the whole family.”  (Jerry Seinfeld) 

Discuss how the texts you have studied approach the problem of reconciling the needs of 
individuals within close families, groups or societies. 

(40 marks) 

OR: 

(ii) Philip Larkin wrote that parents ‘fill you with the faults they had / And add some 
extra, just for you.’ (This Be the Verse).   

How far do you agree?  Discuss with reference to at least two of the texts you have 
studied. 

(40 marks) 
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PART 3  - QUESTION 3 

Answer ONE of the following questions 

EITHER: 

(i) Write a critical commentary on the following poem, paying particular attention to 
 content and style. 

 (20 marks) 

‘Out, Out - ’ 

The buzz saw snarled and rattled in the yard 
And made dust and dropped stove-length sticks of wood, 
Sweet-scented stuff when the breeze drew across it. 
And from there those that lifted eyes could count 
Five mountain ranges one behind the other 
Under the sunset far into Vermont. 
And the saw snarled and rattled, snarled and rattled, 
As it ran light, or had to bear a load. 
And nothing happened: day was all but done. 
Call it a day, I wish they might have said 
To please the boy by giving him the half hour 
That a boy counts so much when saved from work. 
His sister stood beside him in her apron 
To tell them ‘Supper.’ At the word, the saw, 
As if to prove saws knew what supper meant, 
Leaped out at the boy’s hand, or seemed to leap - 
He must have given the hand. However it was, 
Neither refused the meeting. But the hand! 
The boy’s first outcry was a rueful laugh, 
As he swung toward them holding up the hand 
Half in appeal, but half as if to keep 
The life from spilling. Then the boy saw all - 
Since he was old enough to know, big boy 
Doing a man’s work, though a child at heart - 
He saw all spoiled. ‘Don’t let him cut my hand off - 
The doctor, when he comes. Don’t let him, sister!’ 
So. But the hand was gone already. 
The doctor put him in the dark of ether. 
He lay and puffed his lips out with his breath. 
And then - the watcher at his pulse took fright. 
No one believed. They listened at his heart. 
Little- less - nothing! - and that ended it. 
No more to build on there. And they, since they 
Were not the one dead, turned to their affairs. 

         
      

Robert Frost (1874-1963), Mountain Interval (Holt, 1916) 
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OR: 

(ii) Write a critical commentary on the following extract, paying particular attention to 
 content and style. 

(20 marks) 
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